International survey study of attitudes towards robotic surgery.
The field of robotic surgery is rapidly advancing both in terms of the surgical procedures performed and the potential applications of this technology. This survey study attempts to evaluate the opinions of the public regarding a number of issues in robotic surgery. A web-based survey study was constructed using the web-based software "Kwiksurveys". This survey was then advertised and distributed over the Internet to gain responders from a wide range of socio-economic groups and in a number of countries. Responses were collected over a six-month period. One-hundred and fifty-five participants took part in this survey study. The mean age of participants was 35.5 ± 3.4 years. The majority of participants (52%) were either comfortable or totally comfortable with the current version of robotic surgery during which a surgeon in the same room controls instruments inside the patient. Sixty-eight percent of responders reported they would be very uncomfortable with the idea of not seeing the operating surgeon in person before or after surgery. Forty-five percent of participants reported they would consider the idea of an internal robot operating internally with little or no external scarring. This survey study has demonstrated that currently the public seem to be comfortable with the current version of robotic surgery, with the operating surgeon in the same room as the patient. The results of this survey study show that even with technical advances in robotic surgery, patients will still want to have contact with their operating surgeon.